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and modest; no less devout, nor less diligent or ready to serve everyone.
Being made housekeeper, and seeing her master and mistress commit to
her with an entire confidence the government of their family and manage-
ment of all their affairs, she was most scrupulously careful in point of
economy, remembering that she was to give to God an account of the
least farthing of what was intrusted as a depositum in her hands;  and,
though head-servant, she never allowed  herself the  least privilege or
exemption in her work on that account.   She used often to say to others
that devotion is false if slothful.    Hearing a man-servant speak one
immodest word, she was filled with horror, and procured him to be
immediately discharged from the family.   With David, she desired to see
it composed only of such whose approved piety might draw down a
benediction of God upon the whole house and be a security to the master
for their fidelity and good example.   She kept fast the whole year, and often
on bread and water; and took her rest on the bare floor or on a board.
Whenever business allowed her a little leisure, she spent it in holy prayer
and contemplation in a little retired room in the garret;  and at her work
repeated frequently ardent ejaculations of divine love, with which her soul
appeared always inflamed.    She respected  her  fellow-servants as her
superiors.   If she was sent on commissions a mile or two in the greatest
storms, she set out without delay, executed them punctually, and returned
often almost drowned, without showing any sign of reluctance or mur-
muring.   By her virtue she gained so great an ascendant over her master
that a single word would often suffice to check the greatest transports of
his rage; and she would sometimes cast herself at his feet to appease him
in favour of others.    She never kept anything for herself but the poor
garments which she wore:   everything else she gave to the poor.    Her
master, seeing his goods multiply, as it were, in her hands, gave her ample
leave to bestow liberal alms on the poor, which she made use of with
discretion, but was scrupulous to do nothing without his express authority.
If she heard others spoken ill of, she zealously took upon her their defence
and excused their faults.    Always when she communicated, and often
when she heard mass, and on other occasions, she melted in sweet tears
of divine love: she was often favoured with ecstasies during her prayers.
In her last sickness she clearly foretold her death, and having prepared
herself for her passage by receiving the last sacraments, and by ardent
signs of love, she happily expired on the 27th of April, in 1272, being
sixty years old: one hundred and fifty miracles wrought in the behalf of
such as had recourse to her intercession have been juridically proved.
Her body was found entire in 1580 and is kept with great respect in
St Frigidian's church, richly enshrined;  her face and hands are-exposed
naked to view through a crystal glass.   Pope Leo X granted an office in
her honour.   The city of Lucca pays a singular veneration to her memory.